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: -mﬁ% THE Pa s T orRES

Now that Easter is around the corner, preparations are being made for the greatest celebration in
Christianity. This important religious day celebrates the resurrection of Christ from the dead on the
third day from his crucifixion. This, according to scripture, is a message to everyone that God love
all. Easter does not fall on the same day every year as the date is determined using a lunar calen
The first Sunday after the first full moon after 21 March is the day ascribed to Easter. Easter spec
of hope for all people, even the season rings in change. The spring is a time when nature blosson
forth in all its resplendence to the music of the singing of tuneful birds. This has spawned many a
poet's imagination.
| came across this poem by Helen Steiner Rice in my library at home and though | would share it
with you:
Easter Reflections
With OUR EYES we see
The beauty of Easter
as the earth awakens once more...
With OUR EARS we hear
The birds sing sweetly
to tell us Spring again is here...
With OUR HANDS we pick
the golden daffodils
and the fragrant hyacinths...
But only with OUR HEARTS
can we feel the MIRACLE of GOD'S LOVE
which redeems all men...
And only with OUR SOUL
can we make our 'pilgrimage to God'
and inherit His Easter Gift of ETERNAL LIFE.

Wishing all of you the miracle of Easter.
Rev. Carol McKinley

v/
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The choir have been winging it with guest organist Anthony Panacci
while Paolo recovered from surgery. We want to thank Anthony for
jumping in.

Back to work with all his usual vim and vigor the choir is preparing
for Easter and working on our favorites.

Our choir sister, Lisa Crawford, will perform with the Belle Voci
Ensemble and THREE TENORS, conducted by Paolo on April 25th,
at a Gala Event. So, maybe there should be an Asbury and West table
at the Gala to show our support! See Lisa or Paolo for tickets, $125
per person or $1,000 per table of 8.

Paol®BusatpChoir Director

SPRING HYMN SING
FUNDRAI$SER

at

Asbury and West United Church

on
THURSDAY, MAY 4 at 7:00pm

Do you |l ove to sing? Has it been a | ong
Here is your chance to do just that AND support the work of our church

Request hymns for $10 per verse.
Not requesting a hymn, Admission $10.
Bring your family and friends and enjoy

a wonderful night of singing.

Light refreshments
will be served




April 16, 2017

AFLOCK TALK

Page 4

The Five Fincer Praver

This is a prayer that has been shared a few times at our
UCW meetings and now we would like to share it with
you.

1.

Your thumb is nearest to you so begin your prayers
by praying for those closest to you. They are the
easiest to remember.

The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those
who teach, instruct and heal. This includes doctors,
teachers and ministers. They need support and
wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.

The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of
our leaders. Pray for our Prime Minister and all
world leaders, leaders in business and industry, and
administrators. These people shape our nations and
guide public opinions.

The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to
many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as
any piano teacher will testify. It reminds us to pray
for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.

And lastly is our little fingeii the smallest finger of

all which is where we should place ourselves in
relation to God and ot he
| east shall be the great
reminds you to pray for yourself. By the time you
have prayed for the other four groups, your own
needs will be put into proper perspective and you

will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.

Submitted by Cheryl Holliday

This Too SiaLL Pass

A difficult time you are not alone.
From the best to
all been through it.
But look forward because this
too shall pass.
Fix your eyes on the sky high above.
Feel forgiveness, contentment and love.
View the perching and flight of the doves.
They do not fall nor wither...
Continue to surpass through the
dwindling road.

Feel stronger than what comes your way
But how must you feel strong today?
Lift your head and your chin high above.
Accept that &é&mistal
sent from above
And float onto the next path.

The next place that your life is demandeg
Donét | et your en
Just be free like an innocent child.

Look forward, because this too shall pas:s

A new day of life awaits you.
A new passion of love desires you.
A solution and fixture crave you.
A large door will soon open in front you.
Patience is but a virtue.
Your destiny awaits.
Trust will be the fuel that will lead
you to the gates.
And guide you to your fate.
And donét forget
Combined with all your value.
Your smile is like the taste.
Of a thousand flowers.
Full of all the power.
Designed to shine on the brightest stage
Your life is like a book.
Now dondot forget

Jonathan Franci
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FUNDRAISER EVENT!!!
Guess who is coming to Asbury and

West on November 18 at 2:00pm!!

JOHN McDERMOT Tgeror

John McDermott is a well known Scottish Canadian tenor best known for his rendering of the songs 'Dal
Boy' and 'Loch Lomond'Born in Glasgow, Scotland, John moved to Canada with his family in 1965 and
settled in Willowdale.John has toured all over Canada, United States, Australia, New Zealand and Euroj

A current project close to John's heart is to raise 3.6 million dollars to enhance and expand the palliative
unit of K wing Veterans Centre at Sunnybrook Hospital.

In 2010 John was awarded a minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation for his work on behalf of
veterans.He is also an honorary member of the War Amps of Canada.

John played his first U.S. concert in 1995 at Boston's Ritz Carlton Hotel and a member of the audience
backstage to pay his respecliswas Senator Edward Kennedy and the American icon invited John to perf
at the Democratic National Convention in 1998ey became friends and John, at Ted's request, frequentl:
visited the Kennedy Compound at Cape C@éhen the Massachusetts senator died in August 2009, John \
invited to sing at the memorial service.

KeepNovember 18 at 2pmopen for this wonderful eveniVe will need lots of help from everyone in the
church to make this a success and to make our church a focal point in this community.
Rick McKinley
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We continue to work together for the betterment of Care Link

our Church. We welcome ViSitorS, and invite them. We continue to look after our HonMemberS’ we
To come again, we also invite them to become send cards, we visit when needed.

members. We had six people joining our Church on
Sunday April 9 Audrey Clarke, Vicky Brook, Rick
McKinley, CariPine, MillicentDaviesand Icyline
Mcintyre. Rev. Carol is very diligent in this
department of service. We continue to visit the sick,
and sent out cards as needed, followed by phone
calls.

Members of this ministry are, Rev. Carol, lanthe
Spencer (Chair) Melvyne and Shirley Beckles,
Phoebe Cleverley, Janiss Johnson, Yvonne Lampkin,
Lucille Hunte, and Lynsia Panthaki (Secretary). lanthe Spencer, Ch:

We welcome any to join this group if you are willing
to make phonealls.

MemeersHip Anp Pastoral Gare MINISTRY

We will be delivering the donated flowers and a
copy of Flock Talk to celebrate the Easter season.
We just lost one of our Homdembers, Mrs. Betty
Enta. As per t he dravaesidel )
funeral was held on Saturday March 25th. Rev.
Bruce Roffey Conducted the service.

Members of this group are Rev. Carol, Melvyne
Beckles, Lucille Hunte, Lou Rhoden, and Sheila
Mascoll.
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S’EWARDSHIP MINISTRY

At the present time we are going through some rough financial difficulties.
Your Stewardship Ministry and the Trustees are doing their upmost to ensul
the financial stability of this church. But we also need your help.

“Sharing the Gifts We Now is your time to step forward.

Have Been Given” We encourage you to consider what more you can do for your church. May
you could increase your pledge; perhaps give a little more each week to the offering plate. Beside
supporting the fundraisers that will be offered this year, maybe you could organize a fundraiser
yoursel f, even something simple I|Iike baking
already organizing a fundraiser and for this we are grateful.

This is our church. It holds a strong family. We like coming here because we enjoy the worship, mu
programs, events and each otherds company. W
to serve others. So let us put our heads together. Let us put our hearts to the task. And let us nevel
to put our trust in God whose faithfulness endures forever.

Thank you for all you do to support the work and mission of Asbury and West United Church.

Your Stewardship Ministry

R\_/& ARE YOU ON P.A.R.? LOONIE BIN = )
COPPER KETTLE

Have you thought about making your church donation by
P.A.R. (PreAuthorized Remittance)? Through PAR, automgti

) lease drop your change in the big Coppe
monthly withdrawals are made from your bank account. P
: . . ettle. Folding money gratefully acceptefl.
is easy to set up and can be adjusted at any time should ygur,

. Avallable gvery ?unda

circumstances change. I f ylpu ady on PJA
that you can increase your donation anytimimpy speak to || We have collecte40.31 YTD.

Cheryl Holliday, in confidence, about the process. Walk-up Sunday brought i#96.05YTD.
Thank you for your support! Thank you for your generous support!

I~
L

N

We are also collecting Canadian Tire money to assist with future purchases. 5 0

Please consider this form of donation to your church.
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The Young at Heart Seniors program is
under way. We obse
Day, and Valentine
black History Month by showing the life
of Rev. William White who was the first
black student for ministry at Acadia
University and was a chaplain at a Baptist church in Nova
Scotia. Also, we highlighted the life of Dr. Alfred Waddell a
Trinidadian who studied medicine at Dalhousie and practice
in Halifax among the black and Chinese populations.

We had a speaker from among our congregation Keith Beck
who demonstrated a medical alert bracelet and an emergen
locator which can be worn around the neck or carried in you
pur se. We cel ebrated St. F
Roy Thompson Hall. We are looking forward to our bus trip
Port Dover, on Thursday May 2%and our combination
meetings with the UCW and our closing in June with George
Heldt.

The members of the congregation are welcome to join us ar
bring their friends.

HE IS RISEN
Forawen

LAMB

He is Risen indecd
HAMIETONH
Eternal Life

edeceme
vij SOV oY

Melvyn and Shirley Beck
Group Contact

BLack History GeLEBRATION

On Sunday February 26017, we celebrated Black History Month
at Asbury and West United Church. Another special and memoralg
time for all in attendance. Thanks to all the participants who made
the program a success. Vicky Brook, Sheila Mascoll, Vernon :
Hendricks, Rev. Carol, music director Paolo Busato, the choir, angs
the congregation. Special thanks to all the wonderful helpers who
contributed, and assisted with the refreshments following the ser

Special note and a hardy thank you to the Amma featuring the
Ubuntu Youth Drummers. The Ubuntu Drum and Dance Theatre is a
special grass root children group committed to celebrating African
culture and history through drumming, dance and theatre at various
venues around the GTA. For a second year in a row AWUC
congregation was entertained and delighted to have and see the
children perform what they do best, which reflected and capture the
mood and message.

Praise be to God!
Lola Pinnock
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é:)’_j £ ProPerTy MiNiSTRY

Spring gives us beautiful flowers, blooming trees, greerAdjuster came to access the damage. Similarly, Fores
grass and lest not forget rain and flooding. Here, at  Hill Montessori Daycare called their insurance provide
Asbury we were faced with flooding of one of the for assessment. Your PROPERTY MINISTRY was
classrooms of the Forest Hill Montessori Daycare two present for the assessment, pictures were taken (see
weeks ago. Unfortunately this flooding was not from  below) and a decision was made to engage the Fores
rain but from one of the pipes in the ceiling. It would  Hill Montessori's company for the necessary work as
appear when installation was done during the they had the more economical estimate of $5,000. Ou
renovation this pipe was not properly joined. Over time expenses will include our insurance deductible of

it was slowly leaking into the installation of a corner of $1,000.00 and the cost for the plumber.

the wall and finally it came apart flooding the
classroom. This occurred on the Western side of the
building (to the back), the last classroom of the school.
The children were evacuated and used our Upper Maintenance work by Cod\id Mechanical has taken
Room. A plumber was called and immediate repairs  place on the HVAC. However we are still experiencing
were done to stop the leak. Extensive damage to wall some leaks from one of the boilers which they will be
resulted in a whole section of the wall needing to be  coming back to check on.

redone. Our insurance company was contacted and th&a month of March was busy with some short term

rentals and we also have bookings up to June. Please
us know if you are available to supervise any of these
bookings.

Relations with our other tenant, Immanuel Methodist
Korean Church are going well.

Yvonne Wright/Clayton Johnschale

YOU’VE
GOT

GiurcH Gouncit “l'

During our brainstorming meeting on Saturday January 28, 2017 (see article on page 9 ) it was suggested tl
take a talent survey. At our Annual General Meeting after church on Sunday February 19 that is exactly whe
did. Survey forms were on each table and a total of eight members shared their talents. Here are the categc
were revealed:

Administration; baking; envelop stuffing; filing; fundraising; gardening; good listener; painting; photography;

public speaking; singing; social media; teaching; technical supdorbu missed out, it is never too late to share
your talents with usAnd if you thought you were lacking talent, please think again. | believe everyone has tal
in one form or anothey.

Talent is often referred to as capability, expertise, the right stuff, having a flair, or just good old fashidrotnow
| think our talent shines though things we like to do, things we love to do. In the community of the church, ta
part of our stewardship. We give of our money, time and talafént has been given to us by God. | believe tha
God intended us to share our talents with each other. 1 Petekgleth has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.

We are all blessed to have been given talents. Please be sure to match up your talent with the needs of our

Blessings,
Jocelyn ShewaRatterson, Chail



April 16, 2017 AFLOCK TALK

Working Qv A Srrone FuTure

gatheredo brainstorm about the future of Asbury and West United Church.
Many thanks to all those who participatedesghusiastically.

Firstwe asked ourselves WHAT DO WE DO WELL? Here is the lishvegle:

Welcomingpeople; eat well; music; care about people; show love among each other; share leadersh
are like book ends we hold each other up; we are all dedicated to this church; well organized; respol
well to crisis; campaign well; creative; straight forward; value children & encourage them to take par
survivors; pride in our diversity; appreciative of others; accept everyone; kind church; show love to
everyone; hopeful; respond well; work well together; give our time and talent; old and new people;
Membership & Care Link; great programs & clubs; fundraisers; reaching outcortiraunity.

Our next question was WHAT DO WE DO TO STRENGTHEN OUR CHURCH? Here is the idtas$:

Participation membership; communication; encourage younger people; encourage fellowship after
church; take turns at coffee hour; show appreciation for coffee hour; thank peopleEW&RY ONE;
make sure people feel appreciated; be more sensitive; learn people strengths; complete a talent sur
need a sign; practice forgiveness; social media preseft€lube, Facebook, website, Instagram; recort
for YouTube; City of Toronto venue list; better utilize our facility; tie responsibility to the ideas; partne
with local churches; find supervisors for rentals; parking; carpool; advertising; alternative services;
become open minded; be realistic; increase money; iniliygno community.

Well now, that is quite the list. So let's get galty w

Jocelyn ShewaRatterson
CouncfChair

COME AND ENJOY A
WHIMSICAL AFTERNOON!
HIGH TEA

SATURDAY, JUNE 3
1:00-3:00 p.m.

In the Upper Room of Asbury and West United Church?

T

Fancy sandwiches and finger dessert will be served. <
Dress up for the occasion or come as you are!

Tickets- $10.00

Further information and announcements to follow.
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Giristian Epucation MiNisTRY

Sunday School

Our Journey with Flat Jesus took us closer to
the Journey Through Holy Week. Last week on
Palm Sunday, we had a Passover Meal and
learned how the Jewish Passover tradition and
the Last Supper are connected to the
communion we celebrate in Christian churches
today.

We are looking forward to our next lessons.

We will be learning about Jesus and the events
following His resurrection. In May will create

a AWe are the Churcho
have it on display at our Celebration Sunday on
June 10.

On April 23 (next Sunday) we will be
participating in ou205th Anniversary
celebration by serving a Spaghetti Lunch afte
the service. We are asking for a free will
offering donation to help with church expenses

Adult Education
During Lent, two groups attended Lenten
Conversations on the Lectio Divina and the Book
of James. Both the Tuesday evening and
Wednesday morning sessions were successful.
Thanks to Rev Carol for her leadership.

Library
We have a small library in the Christian

Education Office. It is easy to borrow a book. All
we ask is that when you finish with it, please

getum Htg p1e Iigrﬂryeso ﬂttberﬁ gan ?ng)y it.
Cheryl Hollidaghair

Books O The New TesTaMENT

We love the books of MATTHEW, of MARK
and LUKE, and JOHN.
The life of Christ our Savior is what
they dwell upon.

The ACTS and then the ROMANS, TWO
CORINTHIANS we see.
GALATIONS and EPHESIANS bring
Christ to you and me.
PHILIPPIANS and COLOSSIANS are
next in order here.
THESSALONIANS and TIMOTHY in
twain they both appear.

TITUS and PHILEMON and HEBREWS,

rich in truth.
While JAMES and TWO of PETER instruct
old age and youth.
JOHN speaks to little children and
writes Epistles THREE.
While JAMES discourses plainly of what
we ought to be.
The last is REVELATION to all the nations sent,

and thus we have concluded the whole

NEW TESTAMENT.

Submitted by lanthe Spe




